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Fifty Years Toward.dmity- 


. 


Surveying the developments of the last half-century, it seems to me 


that what we have witnessed is almost a miracle. The whole course of 





what we call the ecumenical movement has taken place within fifty 
years. My own generation has seen it all. What has happened was so 
unpredictable a half-century ago that no interpretation of it can be 
adequate which does not conclude that the Holy Spirit has been at 
work in a contemporary revival of the church... . § Within the nation 
we should not rest content with less than corporate union as a final 
goal. On this level there is nothing except our own limited vision of 
the church and our own lack of spiritual sensitivity to make union 
impracticable. . . . § It cannot be too strongly stressed that there is no 
prospect at all for a united church unless it provides for a wide range 
of differences and regards them as both legitimate and desirable. . . . 
§ The experience of the last fifty years justifies the hope that a united 
American church, made up of the denominations which now constitute 
the National Council, and of some others as well, is really possible. . . . 
§ In the light of the last fifty years we need not expect the next fifty 
to be sunk in the ruts of ancient custom. There is no reason why the 
churches, if they keep moving steadily forward on the road to unity, 
may not reach a goal that lies far beyond our present ken.” —SAMUEL 
McCrea Cavert in the William H. Hoover Lectures on Christian 
Unity, Disciples Divinity House, University of Chicago. (See also 
page 3.) 











Letters to the Editors 





Comment Seen Supporting Works Salvation 





Salvation of Jews, Others 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

This is in response to Dr. John H. 
Marion’s answer to the question, “Is it the 
Protestant belief that Jewish people who 
do not accept Christ are lost?” (OUTLOOK, 
Nov. 10.) 

I am distressed that the Boards of our 
church would employ one who takes so 
lightly the Westminster standards. The 
Larger Catechism, in answer to Question 
60, states: “They who, having never 
heard the gospel, know not Jesus Christ, 
and believe not in him, cannot be saved, 
be they never so diligent to frame their 
lives according to the light of nature, or 
the laws of that religion which they pro- 
fess; neither is there salvation in any 
other, but in Christ alone, who is the 
Savior only of his body and church.” 

The Presbyterian answer to the ques- 
tion presented to Dr. Marion would be a 
flat “yes.” Which Protestant Church would 
answer “no’’? 

Where does the New Testament teach 
that anyone who honestly and actively 
“tries to meet the test of love need have 
no uneasiness about the next world? 

I am grateful for the full news cover- 
age and inspiration which THE OUTLOOK 
brings to my study each week.... 

Irvin K. McArtTuvurR. 
Cortez, Colo. 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

. This is a direct contradiction of 
our Supreme Standard, the Bible, and of 
our other standards as well.... 

Dr. Marion’s statement teaches salva- 
tion by works without any reference to 
Christ, but the Confession of Faith of our 
church states, “The principal acts of sav- 
ing faith are accepting, receiving, and 
resting upon Christ alone for justification, 
sanctification, and eternal life, by virtue 
of the covenant of grace.” (Chap. 14, 
Par. 2) 

I hope you will print this, showing this 
historic Protestant position of justifica- 
tion by faith in Christ held by all the 
Reformers. 

A. CULVER GORDON. 
Paterson, N. J. 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

No one, I can assure you, has received 
more than I from the pages of THE Out- 
LooK. My Men’s Bible Class receives much 
more of Dr. Thompson’s fine commentary 
than they’ll ever know. Dr. Foreman has 
shed much light on paths that were pre- 
viously dim. Your challenging leadership 
in these times of cowardice has made us 
face up to our Christian responsibility. 
I find myself almost completely in accord 
with what I find printed on your pages. 

But today as I read “Any Questions?” 
I must admit that I received the greatest 
shock I’ve ever encountered in Christian 
publications. So shocked in fact, that it 
drove me directly to my typewriter for 
my very first letter to any editor any- 
where. 

To the question, “Is it the Protestant 
belief that Jewish people who do not ac- 
cept Christ are lost?” Dr. Marion answers 
—or so it seems to me—in a manner that 
is nothing short of heresy. According to 
him, “Anyone who honestly and actively 
tries to meet that test (‘Thou shalt love 
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the Lord thy God with all thy heart 
and thy neighbor as thyself’) whether 
Jew or Gentile, Mohammedan, Buddhist 
or Christian, need have no uneasiness 
about the next world.” Further, he credits 
the New Testament with giving support 
to this view. My whole faith is so firmly 
based on the exclusivity of Christ’s mission 
that if I had to accept Dr. Marion’s con- 
tention I would be left without a Savior 
and Lord. If Christ is not the onNLY means 
of access to heaven we must strike out 
many of his own words and deny the cen- 
tral teachings of both the old and new 
testaments. 

I have no desire to enter into debate 
with Dr. Marion or any supporter of his, 
but I feel that since he has projected him- 
self thusly he should further deal with 
certain claims of Christ. “No man cometh 
to the Father except thru me.”... “There 
is no other name given among men’... 
and many others. Christ declared of those 
who would not accept him that they were 
“condemned already.” He stated further 
that unbelievers cannot bear to “hear my 
word,” because, as he continued, “You 
are of your father, the Devil and your 
will is to do your Father’s desires.” 
Would this not relegate all non-Christ 
worshippers to the role of offering homage 
to the Devil himself? 

Please, to restore my faith in the U.P. 
USA Boards of Christian Education and 
National Missions, print that I misread 
Dr. Marion. I would not want to feel that 
this is the kind of doctrine that our mis- 
sions money is supporting overseas. In- 
deed I can hardly see the need of missions 
if there is some other name. 

AMBERT DAIL. 
Newport News, Virginia 





To THE OUTLOOK: 

...I1do not care for the watered-down 
type of religion presented in Dr. Marion’s 
reply to the question proposed to him. I 
trust that he is not representative of the 
persons on the staff of these two important 
agencies of the church. 

R. W. MANSFIELD. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 





To THE OUTLOOK: 

I was appalled by the blatant salvation- 
by-works doctrine set forth by John H. 
Marion.... 

I can suppose that this man never read 
the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
which declares that God offers unto sinners 
“life and salvation by Jesus Christ, re- 
quiring of them faith in him that they 
may be saved” (VII:3). I can suppose 
that he never had appreciated the fright- 
ening warnings of the book of Hebrews 
which, after pleading the Son of God, 
declares, “It is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God” when one 
has rejected Christ (Heb. 10:31). But I 
cannot believe that this man has never 
heard the story Sunday School children 
learn, with the answer Paul gave to the 
Philippian jailer—“Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 
And yet he pretends to be convinced that 
the New Testament “gives no support 
to the belief that a person’s destiny, in 
this world or the next, hinges on whether 
he accepts some church’s officially spelled- 
out description of the life and work of 
Jesus Christ.” If we are not saved by 
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the life and work of Jesus Christ, whick 
is accurately and Biblically spelled-out in 
our Confessions and catechisms, then we 
are not saved at all, “for by the works of 
the law shall no flesh be justified” (Gal. 
1:16), no, not even so beautiful a com- 
mandment as “Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and thy neigh- 
bor as thyself.”... 
CARROLL R, STEGALL, JR. 

Greenville, S. C. 

To THE OUTLOOK: 

. .. As a missionary I cannot resist a 
strong protest against this kind of uni- 
versalism. I am tempted to quote a long 
string of Scripture verses, but will con- 
tent myself with only one: ‘I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life; no one 
cometh unto the Father but by me” (John 
14:6). The Apostle Paul would never have 
been a missionary had he entertained the 
views of Dr. Marion. Neither would I. 

Jor B. Hopper. 
Missionary to Korea. 
Montreat, N. C. 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Regarding this matter of salvation of 
unbelievers: 

Jesus prayed for the forgiveness of his 
enemies on the cross. Can be it believed 
that God did not grant that prayer? If 
God granted that prayer, or, if in other 
words, God by his nature is disposed to 
love man, no matter how rebellious, and 
to effect by his providence the reclama- 
tion of the most lost as illustrated by 
those who crucified Christ, then how can 
we make salvation rest on anything but 
the grace of God rather than works?— 
such as seems to be implied in Dr. Mar- 
ion’s statement. 

Is not, for one thing, the use of the 
language, “the big test of a man’s 
worth...” a rather shocking thing. The 
test of a man’s obedience is implied by 
Dr. Marion’s discussion, but not his worth, 
if we look at the New Testament. The 
most despicable has infinite worth. A 
man’s “worth” is not altered by what he 
does, good or bad! Nor is the love of 
God altered by it, else God help us—“If 
Thou shouldst mark iniquity, who shall 
stand?” If iniquity does not rule us out, 
and if our heterodoxy does not rule us out, 
then it would seem we are never without 
hope—Jew, Hindu or what not. Granted 
there be always danger of, is it “latitudi- 
narianism?” But if that be one danger, 
then the other danger is to talk of our 
destiny as being dependent on our good 
works. 

The parable of the last judgment cer- 
tainly must be taken seriously, but if we 
take it literally, then what becomes of the 
gospel of grace? All of Jesus’ commands 
are imperatives, but all fall miserably 
short. We are not to encourage indiffer- 
ence to the imperatives, but certainly we 
cannot encourage anybody to feel either 
secure by virtue of his works, or hopeless 
by virtue of his bad record. 

I trust your panel will discern here a 
problem needing treatment.... 

ANDREW B. SMITHER. 

St. Louis, Mo. 





More Letters and 
Dr. Marion’s Comment 


on page 8 
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LEADERS IN THE Anglican church of 
Canada have expressed “‘a firm intention 
and desire” to continue union conversa- 
tions with the United Church of Can- 
ada. Initiated by the Anglicans fifteen 
years ago, union discussions have been at 
a standstill for some time. . . . TENNES- 
SEE AND SOUTH CAROLINA Baptists will 
ask their respective legislators to enact 
measures that will protect confidences 
given to pastors during counseling. The 
Board of Social Missions of the United 
Lutheran Church in America has asked 
its denominational executive board to 
take action to protect ULCA pastors from 
being “compelled in any court or to any 
public officer, nor in any way to reveal 
any confidential confessional matters dis- 
closed to him in his professional capaci- 
ty.”.... CHURCH CONSTRUCTION in 1959 
is expected to set a new all-time record, 
according to the U. S. departments of 
Commerce and Labor. Next year’s esti- 
mate: $950,000,000. This year’s pre- 
dicted figure: $865,000,000 compared to 
$868,000,000 for 1958... . A MONTH- 
LONG Billy Graham Evangelistic Crusade 
has been scheduled for Indianapolis in 
October, 1959. Under sponsorship of a 
layman’s committee, a Chicago crusade 
is scheduled tentatively for June-August, 
ae ABOLITION OF capital punish- 
ment in Canada has been urged by a 
joint meeting of the Executive Council 
and Council for Social Service of the 
Anglican church of Canada by a 58-40 
vote. .. . ALTHOUGH A GROUP of Mis- 
sissippi Baptist laymen have demanded 
that Representative Brooks Hays resign 
as president of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention following his defeat in the race 
for re-election, a number of state con- 
ventions have voted their confidence in 
and support of Mr. Hays... . Baptists 
of the District of Columbia have called 
on Congress to outlaw “beercasting” and 
to curb other advertising of alcoholic 
beverages. . . . JosepH L. Hromapka, 
Czech theologian, recently led a ten-man 
delegation of Protestant churchmen on 
a two-weeks tour of the Soviet Union. 
... FouR NEW PARK AREAS for a total 
of 30 have been designated by the De- 
partment of Evangelism of the National 
Council of Churches to be provided with 
a Christian ministry. Included in the 
New group are: Shadow Mountain Rec- 
teation area in Colorado, Shenandoah 
National Park in Virginia, Doughton 


Presbyterians Called to 
Day of Prayer, Dec. 7 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—Members of 
the United Presbyterian Church, USA, 
are called upon to set aside Sunday, 
Dec. 7, as a day of prayer for God’s help 
in “binding up our nation’s wounds” 
resulting from the racial integration 
issue. 

Requesting prayers, for the reconcilia- 
tion of men with God and with each 
other, the call was issued in a message 
signed by Theophilus M. Taylor of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., Moderator of the General 
Assembly, and Eugene Carson Blake of 
Philadelphia, its stated clerk. 

It was addressed to the denomina- 
tion’s more than 3 million members and 
to “‘all others of like mind” wishing to 
join in the special prayers. 

“Recognizing that we should be con- 
stantly engaged in prayer for reconcilia- 
tion,” the message said, ‘‘we would, nev- 
ertheless, impress upon our church the 
urgent need for a special time of sup- 
plication, when all of us would bow 
before God and seek his gracious favor 
on us and all mankind.” 

The message asked that prayers be 
said for those who hold positions of high 
trust in the government, especially for 
the President and state governors, and for 
those responsible for public education. 

“We need to pray for God’s mercy for 
all who are oppressed and dispossessed, 
for all whose rights, as children of God 
and as free men, are denied,” it said. 
“We need to pray for those who by rea- 
son of conviction er passion do not see 
fit to grant these precious rights to all, 
regardless of race or nationality.” 


New Name Proposed 
For Training School 


The Presbyterian, U. S., General As- 
sembly will be asked to change the name 
of the General Assembly’s Training 
School for Lay Workers (Richmond, Va.) 
to the Presbyterian School of Christian 
Education. This was voted at a recent 
meeting of the trustees. 

The school plans June 10-July 1 work- 
shops in kindergarten and recreation 
methods next summer. 





Park area of the Blue Ridge Parkway, 
N. C., and the Badlands National Monu- 
ment in South Dakota. 


Church Extension Board 
Sees No Present Bounds 


In a consideration referred to it by the 
Charlotte General Assembly, the Presby- 
terian, U. S., Board of Church Extension 
has indicated that there is no need to take 
an action called for by the Presbytery 
of Louisiana, extending the Southern 
church’s boundary nationwide. 

An overture from Louisiana urging 
this step came to the Assembly last year 
and it was referred to the Board for 
study. The Board’s recommendation to 
the 1959 Assembly in Atlanta declares: 

“1. No geographical boundaries have 
ever been set by the General Assembly. 
As a matter of fact, we have particular 
churches now in Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio and New Mexico. 

“2. The only boundaries in existence are 
those set by synods and presbyteries them- 
selves. 

“3. In view of these facts, the General 
Assembly urges synods and presbyteries 
to extend their work to the limit of their 
ability wherever there are contiguous un- 
churched areas.” 


Another matter referred to the Board 
by the General Assembly concerns the 


$11,400,000 Budget Is Set 
For Ecumenical Mission 


A budget of approximately $11,400,- 
000 has been approved by the Commis- 
sion on Ecumenical Mission and Rela- 
tions of the United Presbyterian Church, 
USA. 

This will provide $5,119,000 for the 
maintenance of approximately 1300 mis- 
sionaries and fraternal workers, and 
$3,167,000 for on-going medical, educa- 
tional, agricultural and evangelistic pro- 
grams. These amounts are larger than 
the 1958 budget figures for the former 
boards of the two churches before the 
merger of this year. 

A service commissioning 110 ap- 
pointees for overseas service in 17 coun- 
tries was a feature of the recent New 
York board meeting. Fifty-four of these 
are completing a six-months’ training 
program conducted by the commission. 
Fifty-one of the group were appointed for 
three-year terms. Some appointees will 
serve as United Presbyterian, USA, mis- 
sionaries, others as fraternal workers 
under interdenominational or Presbyte- 
rian church bodies with which former 
missions have merged. These national 
bodies include the United Church of 
Christ in Japan, the Church of Christ 
in Thailand, and the United Church of 
Northern India. 











provision of leadership for a ministry to 
industrial people. The Board will rec- 
ommend to the Assembly the following 
action : 

“That the Board of Church Extension 
be requested to make further provision 
for meeting the needs of our church in 
ministering to industrial people, and that 
their personnel be employed by the Board 
to lead in this area of work.” 

Presbytery Church Extension commit- 
tees will also be encouraged to meet the 
need in their areas and theological sem- 
inaries will be urged to prepare men for 
work among industrial people. At the 
same time the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion and Women’s Work will be re- 
minded, in the preparation of programs 
and materials, to keep in mind the grow- 
ing number of people engaged in indus- 
try within the area served by the church. 

George A. Chauncey, Monticello, Ark., 
was called to become the associate secre- 
tary of evangelism, effective Dec. 1. 

The Board learned that loans to 
churches from its revolving fund now 
total $1,219,602. Since January, 1958, 
loans have totalled $394,281, with repay- 
ments on earlier loans totalling $262,650. 


Loan Funds Studied 

A large part of the Board’s meeting 
involved a discussion of plans whereby 
larger sums may be made available for 
church building loans. One plan, docket- 
ed for consideration at the February 
meeting, would use the Board’s loan 
funds to guarantee larger sums which 


would be loaned by commercial real 
estate lending companies. Under such a 
plan as much as $4,000,000 in additional 
loan funds might be available. It was 
the feeling of some Board members, how- 
ever, that much larger funds are urgently 
needed for this purpose. 

Results of the Negro Work campaign 
funds secured in recent years were re- 
ported to the Board. Half of the total 
went to Stillman College and with the 
other half the Board has established 24 
new churches, bringing the present num- 
ber of Negro churches to 71. 

In presenting the work and opportunity 
of the Urban Church Department, the 
Board has approved preparation of a 20- 
25 minute movie and a film strip. These 
will depict plans and programs ustd suc- 
cessfully in some areas of the church’s 
work. 

Stuart R. Oglesby, long-time pastor of 
Central church, Atlanta, was announced 
as the writer of the Church Extension 
study book for 1960 on the study of the 
urban church. 


National Council Film 


Planned as a nationwide television 
Easter message, a film is being made for 
the National Council of Churches, ‘‘Pow- 
er of the Resurrection,’ an hour-long 
production. 

The 35 mm. color film is scheduled for 
nationwide showing next Easter. It is 
being produced in the Family Film’s 
Studios, Hollywood. 





PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 





NOTE—U. S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC, to the Na- 
tional Council of Churches; WCC, to the 
World Council of Churches. 


DECEMBER 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Revela- 
tion. 

Hymn-of-the-month (U. S.), 
Noel, Hymnbook 156. 

Dec. 3-4, General Board, NCC, Chicago. 

Dec. 5-8, Conf., Committee on World Lit- 
eracy and Christian Literature. 

Dec. 7-10, Assembly, NCC Division of For- 
eign Missions, Pittsburgh. 

Dec. 8, Universal Bible Sunday. 

Dec. 9, Annual meeting, Friends of the 
WCC, N.Y. 

Dec. 9, Denominational Secretaries of 
Evangelism, NCC, New York. 

Dec. 10, Human Rights Day (U. N.). 

Dec. 10-11, Dept. of Stewardship, NCC, In- 
dianapolis. 

Dec. 10-13, Division of Home Missions, 
NCC, Atlantic City. 

Dec. 14, Universal Bible Sunday. 

Dec. 21, Christmas Sunday. White Gift 
Service (USA); Joy Gift for Ministerial 
Relief (U. S.). Beginning of Christmas- 
tide. 

Dec. 28, 
(USA); 
(U.S.). 

Dec. 31, Watch Night Services. 


JANUARY, 1952 
Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Matthew. 
Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.), Christ for the 
World We Sing, Hymnbook 489. 
Jan. 1-31, Christian Relations (U. S.). 


The First 


Student Homecoming Sunday 
Christian Student Sunday 


The Road to Christian Unity 


HE PAST FIFTY YEARS have 

been the richest in Christian history 
“from the standpoint of overcoming the 
age-old divisiveness in the church,” ac- 
cording to Samuel McCrea Cavert in the 
William Henry Hoover Lectures on 
Christian Unity (see cover). 

In his series of lectures at the Dis- 
ciples’ Divinity House of the University 
of Chicago Dr. Cavert said the move 
toward unity has been “greatly stimulated 
by the rise of secular totalitarianism, 
which both in the form of national So- 
cialism and of Communism, threaten the 
entire life of the church. This had the 
effect of making all thoughtful Christians 
concerned to see the church as church 
stand out more clearly before the world 
as a community with its own distinctive 
character and standards.” 

Dr. Cavert was long the chief executive 
of the Federal Council of Churches, the 
first general secretary of the National 
Council and until his retirement last year, 
executive secretary in America of the 
World Council of Churches. 

Dr. Cavert termed it a miracle that 
the World Council of Churches, in. proc- 
ess of organization just before World 
War II, “could survive aj] the strains 
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Cavert Gives Hoover 
Lectures in Chicago 


of the conflict, when direct contacts be- 
tween the leaders of the churches in dif- 
ferent countries were almost entirely cut 
off by the political barricades. But the 
sense of spiritual oneness in the Christian 
community became intensified.” 

He pointed to the service of the Fed- 
eral Council, among other ways, in its 
encouragement of shortening the 72-hour 
week of steel workers, in stimulating the 
movement for desegregation, and in voic- 
ing the church’s concern for a world 
peace organization after World War II. 


Advanced Stage 

He termed the National Council “a 
new and much more advanced stage in 
cooperative unity in America, relating the 
various cooperative activities of the 
churches to one another in an organic 
whole. .. . Beyond question the National 
Council of today is the most complete and 
effective instrument of coordination and 
cooperation to be found in any country 
of the world.” 

In his lectures entitled The Road to 
Christian Unity, Dr. Cavert indicated the 
importance of “the discovery that the 


churches in their official structures could 
break away from isolation from one an- 
other sufficiently to meet together regu- 
larly for the facing of common problems 
and to work together continuously in 
many common tasks.”’ 

Dr. Cavert warned against ‘‘a mood of 
conformism in America which is a threat 
to creative and responsible thought and 
action.”” He challenged the church to 
resist this threat, calling for it ‘“‘to or- 
ganize its own internal life as a true 
interracial community whose standards 
are derived not from the secular culture 
around it but from the Gospel which is 
the charter of the church,” and for its 
separated parts to “demonstrate by their 
relation to one another that there is a fel- 
lowship which transcends the limits of 
national self-concern.” 

To be effective in contemporary life, 
Dr. Cavert said the church must be “a 
community of faith and worship and life 
which has an historic rootage not de- 
pendent on any contemporary culture, 2 
community which knows itself to be 
grounded in the ultimate nature of our 
existence, a community which has no 
racial or national boundaries, but is as 
universal as the love of God in Christ.” 
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Assessing the weakness of the present 
stage in the movement toward unity, Dr. 
Cavert said: 

“The most obvious weakness of the ecu- 
menical movement today is that it is re- 
garded as the responsibility of a few 
national leaders in each denomination and 
a few international executives. Most pas- 
tors and laymen, even if they believe it 
to be of high importance, assume that it 
hes outside the province of their parishes. 

“The next stage on the road is to domes- 
tivate it in the local community. Progress 
will take place not through what is done 
at some ‘summit conference’ of the Na- 
tional Council or the World Council or 
even in offices of denominational boards, 
but in what happens in the towns and 
villages and cities where Christian people 
live. The front line of advance is where 
witnessing and worshipping congregations 
of different traditions exist side by side. 
Until they see the ecumenical movement 
in terms of the difference it makes in all 
their own attitudes, programs and rela- 
tionships it will have an inevitable aspect 
of unreality.”’ 


Pointing to the church of the suburbs, 
Dr. Cavert described it as one ‘“‘which 
conceives its functions to be entirely that 
of ministering to the conscicus needs and 
interests of its own members. 

“It is not stirring its members to face an 
explosive racial situation with the mind of 
Christ. It is not opening their eyes to the 
imminent prospect of the destruction of 
our whole civilization in a nuclear holo- 
caust. It is raising no disturbing question 
as to what Christian stewardship means 
for the relation of the richest nation in 
the world to economically underdeveloped 
people. It is not making its members sen- 
sitive to the sub-Christian level of much 
of our economic and industrial life. To 
put it bluntly, many a local church is giv- 
ing its members only what they want.” 

The impact of the movement toward 
unity can be brought to the level of the 
local church, according to Dr. Cavert, by 
such ways as making it clear “‘when one 
joins the church he joins the whole church 
of Christ throughout the world”; by re- 
lating the worship of the churches more 
consciously to the life of the universal 
fellowship through prayer for Christians 
in the most trying situations and through 
comments on the diverse sources of the 
great hymns; and by impregnating the- 
ological education with a deep concern 
for unity. 

The next stage on the road toward 
unity also involves denominational atti- 
tudes, said Dr. Cavert, as he continued: 

“There is a new recognition in each de- 
nomination that it is not complete and 
sufficient in itself. Consequently there is 
anew reaching out for fellowship and for 
wholeness. The critical question now is 
whether this is to be central and deter- 
minative for denominational attitude and 
practice or whether it is to remain a 
marginal feature of denominational life, 
as in the main it now is.” 


Goal of Unity 

As to the goal of Christian unity, Dr. 
Cavert denied charges that “union is 
sought chiefly for the sake of bigness, of 
practical efficiency, or of political pres- 
sure.” Instead, he said: 
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“The unity of the church is of crucial 
importance because it is inherently con- 
nected with its mission in the world.... 
The only valid ground for existence is to 
draw men to Christ. . . . Unintentionally 
each denomination is saying to the world 
that it regards something else than Christ 
as important enough to justify its in- 
sistence on remaining apart from others 
who bear his name.” 


The assumption that organic union is 
synonymous with merger into one great 
organization, Dr. Cavert termed ‘a 
serious misconception.” He said: 


“The heart of organic unity is not a cer- 
tain type of organization, but a fully- 
shared experience in a fully inter-con- 
nected life. We can envisage a kind of 
unity which goes beyond cooperation and 
yet does not merge all denominations in 
one vast administrative structure. : 
The Christian community as a whole 
would at least have the visible marks of 
a common membership, a common minis- 
try, and common sacraments.” 


He denied that such union would lead 


Study Unit 1 


Servant Lord 





This study, whose introduc- 
tion appeared here last week, 
is in preparation for next sum- 
mer’s General Council of World 
Presbyterianism to be held in 
Brazil. Other units will appear 
here in coming weeks. 











Bible Study: John 13; Isaiah 53; 
Philippians 2; Acts I. 

“Jesus, knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that 
he had come from God and was going to 
God, rose from supper, laid aside his 
garments, and girded himself with a 
towel. Then he poured water into a 
basin, and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet.”—John 13:3-5. 


A Revolution in Our Thinking 


To read the Bible is to meet revolution- 
ary ideas about God. We encounter the 
revolution in such a story as the washing 
of the disciples’ feet. Consider what 
John is saying. It is a moment of crisis 
for Jesus. The betrayal and cross are 
not far away. Moreover, God’s will for 
human history is at stake, for ‘‘all things” 
are in Christ’s hands. Such a moment 
might well call for a coup d’état. But 
no. Jesus does something which seems 
utterly incongruous and yet is filled with 
meaning. He takes a bowl, and a towel, 
and washes the disciples’ feet. Gradually 
the meaning dawns upon the disciples 
and upon us. God appears in that which 
is humble and apparently weak. He 
walks among us like a menial servant. 
The whole sweep of God’s power in crea- 
tion and human events comes to a focus 
in this act. This humble man: this is 


to a totalitarian super-church structure, 
as he offered this principle for such 
union: ‘Sufficient freedom and diversity, 
voluntary response to effective leader- 
ship.” 

A united church formed on any other 
principle, he said, would not be likely 
to remain united very long. 

In the movement toward the goal fore- 
shadowed by the miraculous gains of 
the past fifty years, Dr. Cavert noted 
these demands: 

“A clearer recognition of the partial 
nature of the truth which each branch of 
the church possesses, and consequently a 
greater passion for the wholeness of the 
church; a need to realize that the growth 
of true unity in the church is inseparable 
from growth in Christian love. .. . It is 
only when the churches lose all pride in 
their present state and confess how grave- 
ly they are failing to be a worthy channel 
of our Lord’s purpose for the world that 


we shall see an answer to his prayer that 
they all may be one.” 


and People 


who and what God is. That is the first 
revolution. 

But that is not all. If this is what 
God is, revolutionary implications for 
the church are included. God shows his 
concern about human life by coming 
right down into it. He becomes a real 
man and works among men in human 
weakness and defeat. He is willing to 
have us as his partners and sons. Because 
he becomes a servant among us, we can 
become fellow-workers with him. The 
church is not just a religious society, but 
a community with a high calling and 
destiny. We therefore have a possibility 
which is bigger than ordinary “piety.” 
We can share in the special work that 
God is doing. We can be God’s Servant 
People. That is the second revolution. 

Yet that is still not all. What God 
has done is not just a pleasant idea for 
the church. It revolutionizes the meaning 
of every human achievement. Because 
God has knelt before man, he has en- 
nobled him. Because God has knelt 
humbly in the midst of human life, that 
life can glorify God. Science, industry, 
diplomacy, education, art—all have God’s 
seal as meaningful human pursuits. But 
there is one condition—that we should 
recognize who the kneeling figure is. By 
realizing that our feet are of clay and 
need to be washed, we can put our talents 
and achievements in God’s service. By 
acknowledging the man Jesus as God, 
we become free to work for God in every 
realm of life with all the great incentive 
to action which such a faith implies. 
That is the third revolution. 


A Study in Depth 
Our theme has revolutionary implica- 
tions. But we must not be content with 
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a surface impression, for this is a message 
in historical form. “The Servant Lord 
and His Servant People” is a kind of 
exploding view of history: history which 
begins in the Bible but which is still 
being made. We cannot understand the 
ideas which can revolutionize our lives 
uuless we understand their three-dimen- 
sional character. We must understand 
that what is really being talked about is 
men and women, flesh and blood. That 
is the reason why there is no substitute 
for the direct study of the Bible. 

Moreover, if the revolution is to hap- 
pen to us, we have to become a part of it. 
We have to become acquainted with what 
God is doing at first hand. This happens 
when the Holy Spirit leads us to bring 
the history of the Bible up to date in 
our own lives, the life of our churches, 
and the life of the world. God has chosen 
a People to serve him and at the very 
center of the history of this People he 
has sent his Son—both to be part of their 
life and to be the power of God among 
them. This work of God is a reality in 
the world today. 

Our study will lead us from the Upper 
Room where Christ washed his disciples’ 
feet, back into the Old Testament where 
this work of God begins, and forward 
into the life of the church where it con- 
tinues to unfold. 


Isaiah 53: God’s Servant People, 

Israel 

Christ’s act of washing the disciples’ 
feet has Old Testament roots. The dis- 
ciples are more than a private religious 
association. They are the core of the 
People which God has chosen to serve 
him in a special way. Israel itself recog- 
nized that its destiny lay in the service 
of God. The term is applied in the Old 
Testament to Moses and to the Israelite 
kings and to anyone who felt a special 
responsibility for Israel’s mission. But 
most of all this idea comes to a focus 
in Isaiah 53 and perhaps three other 
chapters (Isaiah 42: 1-4; 44: 1-5; 49: 
1-6). Here we have a picture of a man 
who suffers because of his obedient serv- 
ice to God. For the prophet, the Servant 
is the symbol and embodiment of God’s 
People. 

As we read these passages, we should 
realize that the service talked about does 
not mean arbitrary servitude. This suf- 
fering is anything but asceticism or mor- 
tification of the flesh. It is simply the 
consequence of obedience to God’s will 
for Israel. The Servant has grasped what 
God’s purpose for Israel really means 
(53:1). Consequently, his obedience has 
a purpose and a destiny. He does not 
take suffering upon himself for the sake 
of morbid satisfaction. He does not de- 
velop a persecution complex or suffer 
loss of his human dignity. The Servant 
in Isaiah gains dignity, stature, and in- 
deed a plaice in history by his single- 
minded devotion to what he perceives God 
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is doing in the life of his People. 

Therefore, he is a channel through 
whom God can speak. Isaiah makes it 
clear that Israel stands convicted of its 
own unfaithfulness by the vision of what 
the Servant has done. “Surely he has 
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows,” 
we read in verse 4. And in verse 6, “The 
Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us 
all.” The Servant makes Israel aware 
that she has a destiny which she has not 
fulfilled, because he sees her destiny 
before her, if only momentarily, in the 
man of Isaiah’s vision. In this sense the 
Servant suffers “for” Israel. His suffer- 
ing has a representative character, and 
thus it illumines and communicates the 
word from God which Isaiah has for his 
People. 

The service to which Israel is called 
has significance far beyond her own nar- 
row borders. The whole tenor of the 
Servant poems indicates that God does 
not choose Israel for special privileges 
but for special duties. She is called to 
serve not for her own sake but for the 
sake of the world. In 49:6 we read, “‘It 
is too light a thing that you should be 
my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob. 
. . . I will give you as a light to the 
nations, that my salvation may reach to 
the end of the earth.” 


Philippians 2:5-11: Christ the 
Servant Lord 


Jesus Christ fulfills the servant mis- 
sion of Israel, but he does so in a way 
that we cannot simply deduce from the 
Old Testament. The washing of the dis- 
ciples’ feet brings a new factor into the 
picture. Service becomes a direct expres- 
sion of God’s power in our human situa- 
tion. 

Accordingly, Philippians 2 deepens 
our vision of God’s service. It now comes 
to mean, first of all, incarnation. God 
really enters into man’s condition. Christ 
takes on “the form of a servant.” Christ 
not only looks like a man. He becomes 
a man with all of man’s need and all his 
bondage to the forces of pride and self- 
seeking. The Greek word the New Testa- 
ment uses for “servant” here is doulos, 
which means either “slave” or “worker.” 
There is a richness of meaning in Paul’s 
choice of words, for doulos not only sug- 
gests that Christ became subject to the 
powers that drag man down spiritually, 
but—realistically—that he entered into 
the economic and social condition of the 
mass of men also. Christ’s incarnation 
meant that he became one who worked 
with his hands for a living. The point 
that Paul is trying to make is that Christ 
became man—a real man in every sense 
of the word. 

But one fact about this incarnation is 
of the greatest importance. It is not 
capitulation to the powers that makes 
Christ a man, but obedience to God. ‘“‘He 
humbled himself and became obedient 
unto death.” Christ is a man because 


God has sent him into human life. For 
this reason his death is not his defeat 
but God’s victory. This obedience makes 
Christ’s manhood a life of true service 
instead of a life of compromise. Jesus 
freely does things which the Jewish law 
forbids just because his freedom is not 
moral relativism but utter obedience to 
God and to him alone. Or, to put it an- 
nother way, Christ lives in the world, 
but he belongs to God. He is a man, 
but he is a man on God’s terms. 

And as Paul tells us, this very fact 
makes his resurrection significant. The 
resurrection experience of the disciples 
confirms the truth that God’s power was 
at work in Christ’s life. It is far more 
than an amazing miracle. It reveals the 
inner nature of the incarnation. It shows 
the early church that the secret of Christ’s 
life was God’s power indeed, and thus 
proclaims with surpassing strength that 
this man was in the world as God’s 
Servant. For Paul, to confess the power 
and might of God is the same thing as 
to confess the name of this humble man 
(verse 11). Jesus, the Suffering Servant, 
is revealed to be Christ the Lord: but 
only because his Lordship has already 
been inherent in his service. 


Acts I: God's Servant People, the 


Church 


Christ’s life, death, and resurrection as 
God’s Servant calls into being a new 
Servant People. We can see this hap- 
pening in the last chapter of Luke and 
the first chapter of Acts. Christ is now 
risen and ascended, but he has not left 
his share in humanity behind. On the 
contrary, the Biblical writers want us 
to understand that what Christ has done 
in God’s service has become an eternal 
fact, and part of God himself. God is 
forever this kind of God, a God who is 
concerned about man, suffers with him 
and shares his fate. He is a God who 
calls upon man to watch and wait and 
suffer with him on behalf of the world. 

Therefore, the church is the new Israel, 
for it has inherited Israel’s servant role, 
its promise, and its purpose. Yet it is 
also a new and different community (Acts 
1:6-7). It can no longer be a state. It 
must be free to serve God without con- 
cern for its own political power and pres- 
tige. 

The new community must henceforth 
live in the power of God’s Holy Spirit. 
(Compare Isaiah 42:1: “Behold my 
servant. ...I have put my spirit upon 
him. .. .”) This Spirit is of a definite 
sort. It is the Spirit of the Suffering 
Servant. And it can be identified because 
it points to what Christ was and is. It 
is striking how far Christ’s earthly life 
as a man determines the nature of the 
Spirit which brings the church into being. 
Each apostle is required to have been 
with Jesus “beginning from the baptism 
of John until the day when he was taken 
up... ” (Acts 1:22). In 1 John 4:2 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





For 
lefeat 
nakes 
Vice 
Jesus 
1 law 
S not 
ice to 
it an- 
vorld, 
man, 
y fact 

The 
ciples 
Tr Was 
more 
Is the 
shows 
hrist’s 
1 thus 
h that 
God’s 
power 
ing as 
e man 
rvant, 
1: but 
lready 


the 


tion as 
a new 
s hap- 
ke and 
is now 
ot left 
On the 
ant us 
is done 
eternal 
God is 
who is 
th him 
od who 
ait and 
world. 
: Israel, 
nt role, 
et it is 
y (Acts 
tate. It 
ut con- 
id pres- 


nceforth 
- Spirit. 
old my 
‘it upon 
definite 
uffering 
because 
d is. It 
thly life 
> of the 
to being. 
ve been 
baptism 
as taken 
ohn 4:2 


UTLOOK 





we read that Christians know the Spirit 
of God because it declares that “Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh.” From the 
ascension of Christ until his return, the 
power behind the Christian Church is 
to be the power of “the same Jesus.” 

The whole burden of New Testament 
thought, then, is that the Christian 
Church is still a Servant People. It in- 
herits the tasks which God laid on Israel 
as these tasks are focused in the ministry 
of Jesus Christ. It lives not for its own 
good but to do God’s work. It exists for 
the sake of mankind, proclaiming by both 
words and deeds that it makes an infinite 
difference to men that God is a God who 
became man and that Christ reveals 
God’s power as the Servant Lord. 


Thinking Things Over 

1. Why did God send his Son into the 
world “in the form of a servant” in the 
first place? Does the fact that God did 
this tell us anything about his ultimate 
purpose for the world? For the church? 
For us as individuals? 

2. What is the relation between Christ’s 
service and ours? Are they the same or 
quite different? Does the fact that the 


Bible speaks of both Christ and his People 
in terms of “service” help us to under- 
stand what the Bible is saying to us? 

3. In the light of our study, could we 
do without the Old Testament? Could one 
say that the gospel begins with Isaiah or 
even with Moses? Why or why not? 

4. What, concretely, does “service” 
mean? Is it the same as being meek, or 
humble, or helpful? If not, what more is 
included in the idea? Does being a serv- 
ant of God prevent a man from using his 
capacities fully? Does it limit his free- 
dom in any way? If so, how? What tests 
can we apply to see if we are really serv- 
ing God? 

5. What incidents in the life of Christ 
seem best to illustrate his role as the 
Suffering Servant? His baptism? (See 
Matthew 3:13.) His sayings about his ap- 
proaching death? (See Mark 10:45.) 
Would you say that Christ was personally 
aware of being called to play such a role? 
What about incidents which show Christ’s 
decisiveness and power? Do they fit into 
the picture? If so, how? 

6. Are there any analogies in our ex- 
perience which can illuminate the mean- 
ing of Christ’s service on the Cross? 

7. What effect might it have on our 
personal life if we took this conception 
seriously? Would it have an effect on 
church life and political life as well? 





TRY POSTALS FOR CHRISTMAS 
MESSAGES 


By S. L. MORGAN, Sr. 
Wake Forest, N. C. 





N MY RECENT BIRTHDAY two 

friends presented me with 60 postal 
cards, knowing a favorite hobby of mine 
is the use of postals. I use hundreds of 
them a year for simple friendly messages. 
By this simple means I keep hundreds 
of friendships alive—one of the truest 
joys in life for me. Indeed, I’ve found 
nothing in life more rewarding. 

Of all the numerous articles I’ve writ- 
ten, none has ever brought me a heartier 
response than on “Kindness by Mail” 
—kindness mainly by the use of postals: 
three cents, two minutes, then a kind 
Message on its way to cheer some bur- 
dened or lonely heart. 


For Christmas Cheer 

I write this simply to urge you to try 
this out at Christmas. Instead of the 
conventional Christmas card, with maybe 
only your name or initials to identify 
you, try a real heart-message on a postal 
card. It’s cheap—it’s quick—it’s easy, 
and it can be heart-warming, if only you 
put your heart into it. 

And don’t be stingy with your heart- 
messages, greeting only a few intimate 
relatives and friends. The world is full 
of hearts aching to know someone cares. 
And a postal can do wonders to ease the 
aches. I’ve tried it hundreds of times and 
know firsthand. 

I've just received a two-page letter, 
beautifully written, from an unknown 
woman in Indiana, thanking me for an 
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article of mine for last Christmas on how 
I find Christmas joy. A paper contain- 
ing it had somehow been dropped in her 
driveway. It was bedraggled by passing 
cars, some of it unreadable. In my 
article I had remarked that I myself 
would love to get a heart-message on a 
postal. 

And she wrote, “That got me! For it 
has been my habit for years to write 
postals to my neighbors with heart-mes- 
sages: to one, ‘I have enjoyed you the 
past year—the smoke rising from your 
chimney over your fireplace—and you 
may be sitting by it.’ To another, ‘I love 
the new arrangement of your lawn.’ To 
another, ‘I admire you for your fine 
children.’” And one neighbor phoned 
her, “Of all the Christmas cards we’ve 
received in years, your postal did me 
more good than all the other Christmas 
cards together.” The editor wants to 
print her model letter. 


From Long Ago 

I wrote a postal to a woman I’ve never 
seen. I only knew her father as a little 
boy with me in a rural Sunday school— 
80 years ago. I learned he was near to 
death—he has just been buried. I knew 
she was anxious, besides carrying the 
burdens of a school teacher. My postal 
said, “Be sure I care, and I’ll pray for 
you.” 

She replied—and with what pathos: 
“Your card brought me just what I 


needed. I put your card in my purse 
and took it to school, and took it out and 
read it several times during the day— 
just to feel, that someone cared!” And 
only a postal! 

I read of the death of a fine man, my 
neighbor years ago, the father of a high- 
ranking general. I wrote a postal to the 
fine Christian widow, simply saying how 
his death grieved me too, and how fine I 
felt the parents and children were years 
before—just a little heart-message. 

She wrote me touchingly—and sincere- 
ly, I’m sure: “Of all the hundreds of tel- 
egrams, letters, and notes received, none 
did me so much good as your note!” 
Only a postal, and a heart to care! 

Every Christmas I like to pass on 
again my favorite Christmas incident. 
It was December 31, several years ago. 
Postals then cost one cent. At midnight 
the cost would go to two cents. I had 
given a day or two to typing heart-mes- 
sages on a hundred or so postals—to drop 
in the mail before midnight. They were 
largely to the aged and shut-ins near 
and far; to some sorely bereaved and 
sorrowing; to some parents I was proud of 
for rearing fine children; to some whose 
heroism under trial had inspired courage 
in me. Who can’t think of such? 


To Three Saints 


Three of my postals went to aged 
saints in my own town. One was to a 
noble “gentleman and scholar” near 90. 
Often I met him on the street, hobbling 
with his cane, a smile on his face. One 
was a woman of 86, blind, but always 
greeting you with a glad welcome. The 
third was long an honored preacher-edu- 
cator, now ill, his last job gone, his end 
near, feeling there was nothing more to 
live for. 

Next night, only a few minutes apart, 
all three rang my phone, to thank me 
warmly for a cheery word on a postal! 
Three 1¢ postals, three minutes each! 
I never had so much for so little! Why 
not try it? All through the year, but es- 
pecially at Christmas. 

Those three are gone now, and I’m 
glad I gave them three penny postals and 
maybe ten minutes! And others: the 
great old widow of a Texas minister— 
her pastor wrote me what a radiant, help- 
ful soul she was—and about the poems 
she wrote and sent to shut-ins, near and 
far. Then a long silence. I wrote her 
pastor, and he said, “She went home a 
year ago. And left an afterglow behind 
her.” She said I helped her. 

A lonely woman in Missouri wrote me 
repeatedly—reaching out for someone 
who cared—she’d be 90 on a certain date. 
I sent her a postal with a word of cheer. 
Her end was near—she might not write 
again. 

I think some hundreds in heaven will 
thank me for the boosts given by my 
postals. I think I’ll find they were my 
best investment on earth. I wish you’d 
try it out for Christmas. 
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EDITORIAL 


One for the Road... 
. . . Two for the Hospital 


The National Safety Council in Chi- 
cago has sent us and other editors a letter 
which begins: 

SUBJECT: Christmas Office Parties 

The enclosed press release is respect- 
fully brought to your attention in the hope 
that you will join with other spiritual 
leaders and the National Safety Council 
in an all-out effort this year to cut to a 
minimum the disgraceful after-effects of 
so-called “Christmas Office Parties’’—es- 
pecially slaughter on the streets and high- 
ways. 

A large number of business men would 
willingly eliminate these parties (or at 
least the alcoholic aspects of them) if they 
had encouragement or urging to do so by 
their religious leaders... . 

Countless families in this country, who 
might have experienced heartbreak and 
tragedy, will enjoy a holy and happy 
Christmas season if the warning contained 
in the release is heeded. 
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It may be that in many church bulle- 
tins and from some pulpits this encour- 
agement can be given in the next few 
weeks. 

The National Safety Council’s news 
release makes these statements: 

One for the road often means two or 
more for the hospital. 

In a_ stepped-up campaign against 
Christmas holiday drinking and driving, 
the National Safety Council has asked 
its 8,000 business and industrial members 
to take a new look at their office parties 
and either keep the cork in the bottle or 
eliminate the parties. 

The Council also is enlisting the support 
of churches of every faith and creed to 
keep the threat of drinking drivers to a 
minimum over the Christmas season. 

Council surveys show that a drinking 
driver was involved in 55% of the Christ- 
mas holiday accidents last year. 

Social drinkers—not the obvious drunk 
—are the menace on the highway, car 
weavings of the obvious drunk can usually 
be detected and avoided, but the social 


drunk, whose critical judgment is im- 


paired even with a small amount of al- 
cohol, appears normal until his wits fail 
him in an emergency. 
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Three hours are needed to work off the 
effect of two cocktails. And coffee doesn’t 
help. Only time will eliminate alcohol 
from the blood stream. 

No one is liquor-proof, although some 
persons can tolerate alcohol better than 
others due to body weight and other phys- 
ical factors. But even some impairment 
can be a life-or-death matter at the wheel. 

Omitting liquor at office parties means 
that no drunken or tipsy drivers will leave 
parties to injure or kill themselves or 


others on the way home. 


Now it ought to be easier for ‘‘the 
boss” who really wants to take this step. 
He can do it at the request of and in 
cooperation with the National Safety 
Council! 

(REPRINTS—If desired for bulletin in- 
serts, reprints of this message may be secured 
from The Outlook at $1 per 100—minimum 
order.) 





Letters to the Editors 


Comments Continued from Page 2 





To THE OUTLOOK: 

In the New York metropolitan area I 
hear the same thing Dr. Marion said in 
his answer. When I ask why a more def- 
inite step is not taken to witness for 
Christ among our Jewish neighbors, I get 
the same old jargon, and I quote Marion: 
“Anyone who honestly and actively tries 
to meet the test (‘Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy 
neighbor as thyself’) whether Jew or 
yentile, Mohammedan, Buddhist or Chris- 
tian, need have no uneasiness about the 
next world.” 

I cannot reconcile this with another 
statement Jesus made: “No man cometh 
unto the Father but by me.” I believe that 
Jesus is unique. I am trying so to present 
Jesus Christ to individuals of other re- 
ligions that he will become for them the 
point of reconception with respect to their 
own faith. To me Christ is the fulfillment 
of all the world’s religions. 


AcE L. TUBBs. 
Yonkers, N. Y. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


. Dr. Marion's answers to this ques- 
tion were good in terms of logic, but very 
poor, it seems to me, in terms of our re- 
formed theological understanding of the 
Bible. 

His answer is developed on the basis of 
what members of the Portestant churches 
are or are not thinking. This has no bear- 
ing on the question if we believe that the 
Bible only is the basis on which to make 
our judgment. And the New Testament 
teaching is surely this: 

That however men get to God they must 
always get to him through Jesus Christ 
or not get to him at all. 

Also, Dr. Marion attempts to echo what 
Arnold Toynbee suggests in his book, 
An Historian’s Approach to Religion, 
namely, shelving all our differences and 
coming together on the basis of that on 
which we can agree and thus have one 
world religion. That is, man going to 
God on man’s own terms and leaving out 
completely the necessity of God’s initia- 
tive and revelation, to say nothing of the 
Cross and the empty Tomb. I am inclined 
to agree with many others that the great- 
est danger to the Protestant stronghold 
today is not pagan forces attacking with- 
out, but the insidious and subtle forces of 
a breakdown within. 


WILLIAM R, Lone. 
San Marcos, Texas 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

... Dr. Marion is of course entitled to 
his opinion. I strongly disagree with him. 
In his view, Jesus is not Savior, but at 
best only the example who points the way 
to salvation. If he means what he says, 
it is obedience to the law of love which 


saves. This appears to me to be nothing 
less than a doctrine of works salvation. 
I believe it is not our love for God and 
neighbor which saves us, but rather God’s 
love for us. It would seem that Dr. 
Marion has failed to grasp the unique mes- 
sage of the Christian gospel, i.e., our fun- 
damental need of God’s grace, and the 
supplying by God of that need in the per- 
son of Jesus Christ. 


GEORGE AICHEL. 
Rustburg, Va. 


Dr. Marion’s Comment 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

These readers have obviously misunder- 
stood my answer to the question published 
in Tue OvurLook for November 10. 

To keep the record clear, I said that I 
could not believe that the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ would condemn 
to “some kind of eternal punishment” any- 
body simply because he doesn’t “accept 
Christ as he is defined in Protestant the- 
ology.” To hold that the God of grace 
and love revealed in Jesus Christ would 
eternally punish men because they cannot 
honestly give verbal acceptance to a par- 
ticular theological or creedal statement is 
to my mind contrary both to Scripture and 
my own church’s Confession of Faith. 

With many men, it seems to me, their 
lives and deeds are far better than their 
formal theology or that of the institu- 
tional church to which they belong. With 
others, their professed theology is far 
better than their lives. If a God of in- 
finite love and mercy can forgive grave 
flaws in a man’s life, as we Christians say 
he can and does, I think it no less rea- 
sonable (or Scriptural) to believe that 
God also forgives grave flaws in a man’s 
theology. 

In my previous statement I said noth- 
ing about my belief in the uniqueness of 
Christ, my faith in his redeeming power, 
my deep conviction of the worth of Chris- 
tian missions, or my hearty commitment 
to the Presbyterian Church and its system 
of government simply because I assumed 
it was unnecessary to do so in the context 
of our discussion. I am glad to do so here 
and now for the sake of those who feel 
it necessary, although personally it seems 
to me to be superfluous. 

In any case, our mutual fallibility should 
ever dispose us to humanity if not hu- 
mility. God alone, we say, is the final 
Judge and Redeemer. That he redeems 
solely in and through Jesus Christ no 
Christian argues. But for any of us to 
prescribe or limit Christ’s redemption to 
those who have a particular institutional 
loyalty, creedal profession or theological 
position seems to me to repudiate both our 
humanity and our humility as Christians. 


JoHN H. MARION. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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You Don’t Have to Be Stuck with 
Your Own Mind 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind.”’—Romans 12:2. 

NTERCHANGEABLE PARTS ... 

what a blessing they are when you 
can get them, what a nuisance not to 
have them! To be able to plug into your 
wall an electrical gadget bought in Tokyo 
or Berlin; to walk into a store and get 
parts for your watch, your typewriter or 
your car, just like new; this is the great 
convenience of the Machine Age. You 
can even rent parts while your original is 
undergoing repairs. The garage will let 
you drive around with one of their bat- 
teries while recharging your own. 

Many of us wish we could do the same 
with our bodies, those highly amazing 
machines that are a part of our selves 
They have eye banks nowadays, and 
blood banks have long been common. 
Blood is really interchangeable, and so 
are corneas, and even kidneys now. But 
brains—alas, no brain banks anywhere. 
Nobody else’s convolutions seem to fit 
our own. How nice it would be if when 
we needed it we could call up the local 
Brain Bank. “I have a math exam to- 
morrow morning. Got a mathematician’s 
brain you could rent me for a few hours? 
. . . O.K. Steep price, but I guess it’s 
worth it.”” Or a prosy young man, sin- 
cerely in love but without feeling the 
same effect in his literary output that 
love seems to have had, say, with Byron 
or Housman, could also call the Brain 
Bank. “Have you-all got a poet’s brain? 
... No, no, no. Not Browning—my girl 
would have to rent her another brain 
too, to dig Browning. . . . More like Cole 
Porter. .. . Oh, him? The fellow that 
wrote the singing commercials for Old 
Opium Cigarettes? Didn’t know he was 
dead. Yes sir. Can you install it?. . . 
Send it right over. What a date this is 


going to be!” 


N THESE DAYS of medical miracles, 

who is going to say that such things 
can never be?! But meanwhile, you know 
it is quite possible to rent other people’s 
brains without turning in your own. Free, 
too, in many places. Your Public Li- 
brary, your college library, your own too 
if you don’t mind spending some of your 
golf and gas money for books—every 
library is a Brain Bank. Even the poorest 
and trashiest of libraries has some books 
worth reading. And every such book 
brings you the cream of somebody’s 
thinking. Someone who knows more than 
you do, and can express himself better 
than you can. Novels and the like on 
one side, consider the non-fiction in a 
good library. Look over the names of the 
authors represented. Here are admirals, 
inventors, college professors, scientists, 
explorers, sportsmen, philosophers, busi- 
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ness men, heroes and saints. Never, un- 
der one roof, would you have the different 
kinds of experience, the collected bril- 
liance, wisdom and wit of so varied a 
gathering of so many people from around 
the world, never except in a library. For 
even if you could give a party and invite 
all the most famous men and women of 
your time, you couldn’t invite Saint Au- 
gustine and Saint Anselm and John 
Calvin and Will Shakespeare and George 
Washington . . . but in a library, there 
they are. 

ELL, YOU MAY OBJECT—but 

I have my own brain all the time. 
It isn’t like what you said, taking my 
own out and installing another. Oh, but 
it is, only it isn’t simple, quick and 
done with a monkey-wrench. Neverthe- 
less, if you faithfully and sincerely read 
the great books, think with the great 
minds, you may find yourself coming to 
look at life the way they looked at it. 
You will keep the same brain, yes, but 
you will have new and wide thoughts in 
it. You will be thinking high thoughts 
that you, plain old Joe Doaks, would 
never have thought without help. But 
now you're thinking with the great be- 
cause you've been skimming the cream 
off their minds. 

But now here is a more wonderful 
thing. It is an almost frightening thing 
to say it, and it can easily be misunder- 
stood. But it is actually possible to 
borrow the mind of God. Oh yes, this 
can be misunderstood. Nobedy can bor- 
row all of God’s mind. Not nearly all 
of it. Not the millionth part of it, for 
his mind is infinite. What went on in 
his mind when he created this universe, 
what is the pattern he set, even that 
simple question, How big is it? he knows 

. and we do not. Furthermore, we may, 
as it were, borrow God’s mind, but not 
borrow into it, like thieves into a burial 
vault. We can take none of his mind 
that he does not freely offer us to know. 

How can this be true?—In much the 
same way as we can learn the minds of 
great men; by reading God’s Book, the 
Bible. True, God is not a man, he never 
put pen to paper, he did not (so most 
theologians will agree) even dictate this 
Book. But it was written by many men 
—and some women too—who were gifted 
to read, upon the heavens above the his- 
tory around us, the handwriting of the 
Almighty. They could read his mind in 
great events and small. 


ND FINALLY, the Bible tells of 
One whose ordinary name was Jesus. 
But one of those who wrote about him 
knew that he was too extraordinary for 
an ordinary name; and so in the begin- 
ning of his Good-News story (for that is 


what “gospel’”’ means), he introduces him 
not as Jesus but as The Word. A strange 
title! But a great thinker in our time has 
said something like this: ‘“‘We wish God 
would break the silence and speak. Well, 
he has spoken. And what he says is— 
Jesus. Jesus is the word, he is what God 
wants most of all to say to us.” 

That is why one of the first Christians 
said a profound thing in so simple a 
sentence: ‘We have the mind of Christ.” 
We do not know everything about this 
Jesus. But we can know enough, by study 
of this Book, to know how he thought 
about life and death—about God and 
man. To learn to think his thoughts, to 
look on life as he did, to renew our minds 
by his, is nothing short of being through 
and through transformed. “This is eter- 
nal life, that they know thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent.” 
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Choose from eight stories filled with 
the Christmas flavor. Beauty of art- 
work and printing plus distinctive 
papers combine to form a treasured 
gift. With matching envelopes. 
Each, 50¢ 

Christmas Scroll 
Jack ABERNATHY. A stable hand 
writes the Christmas story as he 
saw it happen, then buries his pre- 
cious scroll. The unusual ending is 
actually a beginning. 
The Empty Cup, 

by Opal Menius 
In Search of Christmas, 

by James E. Fogartie 


The Man Who Owned the 
Stable, by Armand L. Currie 
Mr. Jones Goes to Bethle- 
hem, by Harmon B. Ramsey 


My Son, by Armand L. Currie 
The Pullers of the Star, 
by Mary Lou Lacy 


A Star Is Born, 
by Kenneth G. Phifer 


PRESBYTERIAN 
BOOK STORES 


Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Georgia 
Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas 

Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
118 W. Fifth St., Charlotte, N.C. 
(no mail orders from Charlotte) 

















Divorce, Re-Marriage 
Vote Stands at 24-2 


Twenty-four presbyteries of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., have voted their 
approval of proposed amendments to the 
Confession of Faith and Book of Church 
Order concerning marriage, divorce and 
re-marriage, which were committed to 
them by the 1958 General Assembly. 

One presbytery (Florida) has approved 
the Confession of Faith amendments, 
but disapproved those in the Book of 
Church Order. Two presbyteries (Au- 
gusta-Macon and Harmony) have disap- 
proved both. 


Presbytery Urges 
School Reopening 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)—The Pres- 
bytery of Washington City called upon 
individual Presbyterians to “aid speedy 
reopening” of public schools that have 
been closed in Virginia to avoid racial 
desegregation. 

With a membership of more than a 
dozen churches in northern Virginia, the 
presbytery is affiliated with the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. It 
unanimously adopted a resolution de- 


ploring the fact that “thousands of our 
youth are being deprived of their rights 
to an education to prepare them for their 
role in life.” 

“We are compelled to draw attention 
to the fact that the primary victims of 
our present conflict are the youth of our 
land,” said the presbytery. It warned 
that the general public “must be con- 
scious of the terrible dangers inherent in 
certain courses of action which are de- 
priving youth of proper educational fa- 
cilities.” 

The presbytery charged that there is a 
failure “of our moral and legal duty” to 
provide a proper education for youth and 
that, even worse, there is “a mass dem- 
onstration before our youth of flaunting 
of respect for law and order.” 

“Tt is here that we can sow a wind 
and reap a whirlwind,” the statement 
declared. 

The presbytery called upon citizens in 
the areas affected by school closings or 
imminent threat of closings to consider 
“the intrinsic worth of every child” and 
“the concern of the church for respect for 
and obedience to the law.” 

It asked them “as a matter of con- 
science” to consider “the threat and dan- 
ger our democratic society faces with 
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the closing of public schools.” 

“The Presbytery of Washington City 
places before each individual to act to 
aid the spreedy reopening of closed pub- 
lic schools wherever such a situation 
occurs,” the resolution declared. “It 
urges that God’s will be sought prayer- 
fully that we may be led out of the pres- 
ent dilemma and, avoiding accentuating 
social cleavages, establish a greater and 
stronger free America.” 


Morrison Named U.P. USA 
Christian Education Head 


The new general secretary of the 
United Presbyterian, USA, Board of 
Christian Education will be William A. 
Morrison, presently the Board’s associate 
field director in the Synod of Illinois. 

Mr. Morrison will assume his new 
office on January 1, succeeding Paul Cal- 
vin Payne, who resigned last year after 
18 years of service. Ray J. Harmelink 
has been acting general secretary since 
Dr. Payne’s retirement. 

Before joining the staff of the Board 
in January, 1957, Mr. Morrison served 
for eight years as pastor of the Covenant 
Central Church in Williamsport, Pa. He 
is 43 years old. Earlier service included 
a pastorate in Wood-Ridge, N. J., as- 
sistant pastorate in Honolulu, and Direc- 
tor of Christian Education in Mt. Ver- 
non, N. Y. He was a Navy chaplain for 
two years. 

Mr. Morrison is a graduate of Green- 
ville College in Illinois and Biblical Sem- 
inary in New York. He is taking gradu- 
ate work at Union Seminary, New York. 

In speaking of his responsibility for 
guidance to churches in the teaching pro- 
gram in more than 9,400 Presbyterian 
congregations, Mr. Morrison said: 

“The opportunities and responsibilities 
facing the church today in the field of 
Christian Education can hardly be exag- 
gerated with respect to either their com- 
plexity or their importance to the nature 


and mission of the church. They demand 
that most careful attention be given to 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A Coeducational Junior College 
At Statesville, North Carolina in the foot- 
hills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Non- 
denominational. Fully accredited. High 
standards. Small classes. Excellent instruc- 
tion. Preparation for advanced academic 
work; specific vocational training. 
* Basic Liberal Arts 
* Terminal Business Education 
* Voice + Piano «+ Organ 
Informal student activities. Campus dorm 
for women, approved town residences for 
men. Delightful climate. Easily accessible. 
Est. 1856. Scholarships, work opportunities. 
Liberally endowed. Rates: $794. Catalog. 
John P. Montgomery, President 
Mitchell College, Statesville, N. C. 
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|| Give the Word of God to those you love 


‘ ...mn the living language of today! 


What more timely gift for this moment in this world 
than a Bible! And what more timely Bible than the 





only recently discovered, the RSV Bible is, in a 
sense, our oldest Bible as well as our most accurate. 






























2 Revised Standard Version— so clearly written in the Because of this new clarity and accuracy, the RSV 
ir language we use today that your loved ones will turn _is a Bible even for someone who already has a Bible. 
: to it twice as often for inspiration and peace of mind. Religious leaders of more than 40 denominations 
n 
The RSV replaces out-of-date, confusing expres- have praised the RSV Bible. More than six million 
28 sions with clear, understandable language—yet pre- copies have been sold. This Christmas give your 
of : . re a , ‘ 4 pe ais 
z- serves the poetic beauty of the King James Version. _ loved ones a richer undefstanding of God’s Scrip- 
n- It is based on the most authoritative texts available. tures with this magnificent Bible. They'll long re- 
re ; . : ; ‘ - . 
1d And since many of these are ancient manuscripts member you for such a treasured gift. 
to 
THERE IS AN RSV BIBLE FOR EVERY MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY 
E Red-LetterEdition (3900RL). Rich genuine leather (3807, Young people’s Illustrated 
An RSVB with the words of 3807R). Handsome edition for Edition (2804Z). Contains 12 
it - Christ in red. In moments, family and student use. Plenty full-color pictures, 12 maps 
oh any part of the Master’s mes- of white space between lines in color. Black leatheroid 
iin sage can be found for in- for easy reading. Gold edges, binding with zipper. Limp 
lic spiration or study. Maroon ribbon markers. Page size: style. Page size: 54” x 
buckram. Page size: 5)2” 514"’x 8 4”’. Boxed. Black 744”. Boxed. . . $5.50 
eee .. - $7.50 ME. tc ancwaness $10 Same as above, without 
In black genuine leather In maroon buckram, zipper (2803) ....$3.50 
= (3907RL). Boxed. . $11 shown top right (3800) In blue cloth, without 
‘or int eineeee ween $6.50 zipper (2800) ... $3.25 
le. 
es. 
g. 


NEW! Magnificent India-Paper Bibles. 
A triumph of the bookbinder’s art. Each edi- 
tion is less than 1” thick, yet is printed in 
easy-to-read 9-point type. Gold edges and 
stamping, ribbon marker. Presentation page. 
Page size: 544” x 84”. Boxed. 


Ask your book dealer or denominational book- 
store to show you the many handsome editions 


of the Revised Standard Version Bible today. 


Rich black or red genuine leather (3808X, 
— wane THOMAS |NIELSON & SONS 

Luxurious black or red genuine morocco, 
leatber-lined (3868X, 3868XR) ..... $20 Exclusive publishers of the Revised Standard Version Bible. 
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Synonym for Happiness-for Others 


J is JUST the time, when Christmas 
Cheer abides 


To fill the needs of those who’ve served 
Him all their lives. 


O is OTHER times—in years gone by— 
when filled with youth 
They led us to the King’s Highway, 
and pointed out His truth. 


, is YEARLY—only once a year does 
such a privilege come 
To you, to me, to have a share in 
helping everyone. 


“Pp 


is GENEROSITY—let’s give a little 
more, 

For food is higher, clothes are higher 
—who dares to keep the score? 


] is INTEREST—be concerned—accept 
this responsibility, 

And fill this channel of our Church 
with your ability. 


is the FIVE HUNDRED—and 
TWENTY-FOUR more—who look 
to us for care, 

And ask not only sustenance, but also 
your love and prayer. 


Ss 


is THANKFUL hearts, saying to each 
who shares, 


“May the Lord bless you and keep 
you for thru you we know He cares.” 


Give Generously to 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Administered by 


BOARD of ANNUITIES & RELIEF 


Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
341-C-Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 


Charles J. Currie, Executive Secretary 











the further development and strengthen- 
ing of all of the personnel, institutions 
and programs through which the church 
endeavors to communicate the Gospel and 
its implications for all of life. To be called 
to serve the church in such a time and in 
such an office is an exciting and yet 
humbling experience.” 


Mr. Morrison is a native of Niagara 
Falls, N. Y. In his Illinois assignment 
he has had particular responsibility with- 
in the Presbytery of Chicago, directing 
the presbytery’s education program in 
addition to on-the-spot guidance in the 
training of leaders and the operation of 
church schools, camps and youth con- 
ferences. He is married and has three 
children. 


Benevolences Running Behind 
Present tabulations on benevolence giv- 
ing in the Presbyterian, U. S., Synod of 
Texas through October show 66% of 
regular askings received. Projecting this 
to the end of the year, officials anticipate 
receipt of approximately 90% of the 
synod’s askings. If this projection proves 
accurate it will bring the lowest propor- 
tion of askings in seven years. Receipts 
usually approximate 97 or 98%. 


MODERATOR’S ITINERARY 


Presbyterian, U. S.—Philip F. Howerton, Box 

839, Charlotte, N. C. 

Dec. 7, Corpus Christi, Texas, First church. 

Dee. 8, Dallas, Highland Park church. 

Dec. 9, Austin Seminary. 

Dec. 10, Houston, First church; Dec. 11, 
St. Paul’s church. 

Dec. 12, San Angelo, First church. 

Dec. 14, Dallas, First church. 

Dec. 17, Charlotte, N. C., Sugaw Creek 
church. 

Dec. 28, Greenville, Miss., First church. 

Dec. 31, Oxford, Miss., University of Mis- 
sissippi. 

Jan. 4, Charlotte, N. C., convocation of 
Presbyterians of Charlotte and Mecklen- 
burg Co. 

Jan. 7, Staunton, Va., Mary Baldwin Col- 
lege. 

Jan. 8, Hampden-Sydney College, Va. 

Jan. 9, Louisville, Ky., Layman’s Leader- 
ship Institute, Southern Baptist Sem- 
inary. 

Jan. 12, Charlotte, Leadership School. 

Jan. 14-15, Atlanta, Board of Women’s 
Work. 

Jan. 19-20, Nashville, Tenn., Board of 
World Missions. 

Jan. 24-25, Jacksonville, Fla., Riverside 
and Southside churches. 

Feb. 1, Miami Shores, Fla., church; Shen- 
andoah church. 

Feb. 8, Orlando, Fla., First church. 

Feb. 9, Charlotte, Covenant church. 

Feb. 13, Richmond, Va., Union Seminary. 

Feb. 15, Lynchburg, Va., First church. 

Feb. 18, Knoxville, Tenn., First church. 

Feb. 20-21, Atlanta, Ga., Committee on 
Bequests and Deferred Gifts. 

Feb. 22-23, Memphis, Tenn., Idlewild 
church, Southwestern at Memphis. 
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Jesus Works Through His Disciples 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for December 14, 1958 
Mark 6:6b-13, 30-44. Printed Lesson 6:6b-13 


Jesus was no longer content to depend 
on his own efforts to evangelize the vil- 
lages of Galilee. He called unto him the 
Twelve and began to send them forth 
by two and two. It may be that Jesus 
was moved to send them on this mission 
because of the pressing spiritual needs, 
which he alone could not satisfy, or be- 
cause he wished to train them for the full- 
er work which would devolve upon them 
after his death. Very likely, however, it 
was due in large part to the growing oppo- 
sition, which indicated that his ministry 
was now approaching its crisis, As Denny 
says (The Career and Significance of 
Jesus): “It was now a race against the 
enemy for the mastery of public opinion, 
and the apostles as well as Jesus seem 
to have felt the urgency of the situation.” 
Branscomb says the significance of this 
mission must not be overlooked. “Jesus 
undertook to arouse the nation. To his 
own efforts he added those of such fol- 
lowers as he could trust.” 

The directions which Jesus gave to the 
evangelists on this occasion were not in- 
tended for all disciples, or even to be 
permanent for the Twelve. They were 
adapted to the haste and intensity de- 
manded by this particular mission. They 
were to go forth two by two, that one 
might help and encourage the other, and 
that their testimony might be more tell- 
ing. They were commissioned not only 
to preach, but also to work miracles of 
healing. Of the latter Mark specifies 
the one which to him was typical. He 
gave them authority over unclean spirits. 
As today, a ministry of healing would 
manifest the spirit of Christ, would open 
the way for his message, and confirm it in 
the minds of the people. 

They were to take nothing for their 
journey save a staff only. They were to 
be content, that is, with the simplest 
equipment. They were to go forth prompt- 
ly, and as they were—traveling light 
that they might travel fast, and give the 
impression of urgency of their message. 
Hence they were to take neither bread, 
nor bag (a small leather sack for carry- 
ing provisions), nor money, nor anything 
bevond the staff which every traveler car- 
ried. They were to go shod with sandals, 
the simplest covering for the feet, and 
typical of the traveler (shoes were also 
worn by Jews, furnished with upper 
leather and most costly). They were not 
to wear two coats. 

“The dress of an ancient oriental was 
quite simple, consisting, aside from san- 
dals for the feet and a turban for the 
head, of a tunic (coat), a garment in form 


not unlike a long shirt, round which the 
girdle was bound, and a cloak which was 
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of the simplest construction, scarcely 
more than a large square piece of cloth. 
To wear two tunics was a sign of com- 
parative wealth (Luke 3:11) and it was 
this which Jesus forbade. He himself ap- 
parently wore but one (John 19:23).” 


The purpose of all these injunctions 
was to secure simplicity and freedom 
from hindrance in their work. They were 
not to burden themselves either to get or 
to carry anything unnecessary. The cus- 
toms of the land made it unnecessary to 
provide for traveling expenses, since they 
went afoot, and could obtain free enter- 
tainment everywhere. 

Furthermore, Jesus instructed them 
that they were to have but one stopping 
place in each village (not to waste time 
seeking for better quarters), and if a 
place would not receive them, they were 
to shake off the dust, as a sign of disap- 
proval and protest against their conduct. 
Snowden remarks: 

“Ministers and missionaries are to do 
all they can and go to the last limit of 
patience and sympathy and love in en- 
deavoring to win the attention and con- 
fidence and conversion of unbelievers. But 
there may come a point of refusal and 
persecution when further efforts would be 
useless and harmful, and then the Chris- 
tians may withdraw. We may do harm in 
pressing our Christian faith too persistent- 
ly on others. Their sovereign right to 
decide their own faith and action must be 
respected. We may grieve over their un- 
belief, but we must leave them alone.” 

In accordance with Jesus’ instructions 
the disciples went out and preached and 
healed, anointing the sick whom they 
healed with oil. Oil was much used by 
the physicians of the day. It seems that 
in healing the sick, the disciples used, as 
Jesus did not, the regular remedies of 
the day. On their return they told Jesus 
all things whatsoever they had done, and 
whatsoever they had taught (vs. 30). 
Marcus Dods says that the words suggest 
that they had great things to tell. The 
teaching element would not have been 
extensive in the range of topics. Yet if 
it took the form of personal narrative 
concerning Jesus it might be copious 
enough, and really the principal feature 
of the mission. 

Jesus relied on his disciples even dur- 
ing the days of his flesh. At the present 
time he depends upon us even more. As 
St. Teresa once said: 

“Christ has no body on earth now but 
yours, no hands but yours, no feet but 
yours; yours are the eyes through which 
is to look out Christ’s compassion to the 
world, yours are the feet with which he 
is to go about doing good, and yours are 


the hands with which he is to bless us 
now.” 


In the particular mission which we 
have just studied, there was need for 


haste. What need for haste is there now ? 

Is there any value for us in the in- 
structions which Jesus gave to his dis- 
ciples? Do his words, for example, in- 
dicate that his followers in general, or 
his ministers in particular, should live 
moderately, avoiding luxury, or were they 
merely directions for a specific emer- 
gency? Should we concern ourselves only 
with the souls of men, or also with their 
bodies? Does Jesus’ mission require 
evangelists only, or lawyers, doctors, busi- 
ness men and artisans? What instruc- 
tions do you think he would give these 
various groups now? 


i. 

The disciples, returning from their 
preaching mission, told Jesus what they 
had done and taught. Ever sensitive to 
the physical needs of those about him, 
Jesus suggested that they go with him 
to a quiet place where they might find 
rest. It was not to be found where they 
were. Streams of visitors, drawn by the 
fame of Jesus’ works, kept them ever in 
movement and broke in even on their 
meals. According to the literal rendering 
of the Greek, they had no “opportunity 
or leisure for anything.” 

Jesus’ plan to be alone with the Twelve 
was frustrated by the people who recog- 
nized his intentions. They went around 
the northern end of the lake by foot, and 
when Jesus and his disciples landed, 
they found the usual throng of people 
awaiting them. But though Jesus’ expec- 
tations of quiet were defeated he did not 
give way to a sense of disappointment. 
Instead his compassion was stirred by the 
spectacle of the eager interest of the 
crowd, whose needs had not been met 
by the recognized teachers of religion. 
As Mark puts it: “He had compas- 
sion on them, because they were like 
sheep without a shepherd.” Crowds 
affect people in various ways. Some look 
upon them with amusement, some with 
cynicism, some with careful calculation 
of financial gain, some with scorn, or 
even with hatred, some with careless in- 
difference. But Jesus looked upon them 
with compassion, stirred by a sense of 
their physical and spiritual needs. (See 
Matthew 9:36.) So, giving up the rest 
which he had sought for himself and his 
disciples, he began to teach them many 
things. 

When the day was far spent the dis- 
ciples came to him with a suggestion. It 
was time to think of food. The country 
was barren. It might be well for Jesus 
to dismiss the crowd, so that they could 
go into the country—that is, to the farms 
and villages round about—and buy them- 
selves something to eat. But James turned 
to them and said, ‘‘You give them some- 
thing to eat.” 

The disciples were startled by such a 
suggestion. They said to him, ‘Shall we 
go and buy two hundred denarii worth 
of bread?” The word “penny” in the 
King James Version is misleading. A 
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denarius was the day’s wage of a laborer. 
Whether the disciples had this much is 
not clear. Probably not. They meant to 
say that Jesus was asking the impossible. 
But Jesus was insistent. He said, “How 
many loaves have you? Go and see.” 
They came back and reported, ‘‘Five, and 
two fish.” A loaf in Jesus’ day was a 
thick scone, not enough for a full meal 
for one hungry man. The fishes would 
be of a dried sort, used as a relish for the 
bread. 

In his American Translation of the 
New Testament Goodspeed graphically 
describes what followed: 

“He directed them all to sit down in par- 
ties on the fresh grass [this would prevent 
a scramble for the food]. And they threw 
themselves down in groups, in hundreds 
and in fifties. Then he took the five loaves 
and the two fish and looked up to heaven 
and blessed the loaves and brake them in 
pieces and gave them to the disciples to 
pass to the people; and he divided the two 
fish among them all. And they all ate and 
had enough. And the pieces they gathered 
up filled twelve baskets, besides the pieces 
of the fish. There were five thousand men 
who ate the loaves.” 

Mark offers no explanation as to how 
the miracle was performed. He does not 
even hint. A popular commentator, Len- 
ski, offers the traditional interpretation: 
“The miracle was not wrought by the 
words, but . . . by the will of Jesus... 
Always there were more pieces to break 
off; the bread grew in Jesus’ hands.” 

J. Vernon Bartlett in the New Century 
Bible offers a more “rational” explana- 
tion: 

“What Jesus actually aimed at and 
achieved was the turning of the mixed 
multitude, composed of innumerable per- 
sonal and family units, each with their 
own self-regarding interests and impulses, 
then and there into a single brotherhood 
or union of social groups, for the purpose 
of sharing in common what was to begin 
with the property of a few. Thus those 
before strangers to most of their fellows, 
under the spell of Jesus’ message of divine 
Fatherhood and human brotherhood, were 
one and all brought to feel of one soul, 
a single family of God.” 

This, according to Bartlett, was the 
real miracle. And under the influence of 
this new spirit, those who had provisions, 
led by the example of Jesus, divided with 
those who had none, so that all were satis- 
fied. 

This line of explanation does not satis- 
fy. Most of us, with Theodore H. Robin- 
son, prefer to take the Gospel stories as 
they stand, recognizing in Jesus a person 
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so unique that he had powers beyond the 
reach of ordinary men and a control over 
the physical world, which others have 
not possessed. 


John tells us that the people were so 
impressed by Jesus’ miracle that they 
were about to come and take him by force 
to make him king (6:15). Evidently they 
wished him to lead a Messianic revolt 
against the power of Rome. It was this 
political excitement, no doubt, which led 
Jesus to send the disciples away without 
any delay, and to dismiss the multitude 
as quickly as possible (Mark 6:45). He 
himself departed into the mountains to 
pray, as he did in all the crises of his 
life. That evening, Mark tells us, there 
was a storm on the sea. About three 
o’clock in the morning the disciples saw 
Jesus coming unto them, walking on the 
waves. He entered the boat, and the wind 
ceased. 


The Gospel according to Mark was 
written for the special benefit of the 
church at Rome, shortly after the martyr- 
doms of Peter and Paul in the persecu- 
tion under Nero. 

“To the Roman Church thus bereft of its 
leaders and confronted by a hostile govern- 
ment, it must have indeed appeared that 
the wind was contrary and progress was 
difficult and slow; faint hearts may even 
have begun to wonder whether the Lord 
himself had not abandoned them to their 
fate, or to doubt the reality of Christ. 
They would learn from this story that 
they were not forsaken, that the Lord 
watched over them unseen, and that he 
himself, no phantom, but the Living One, 
Master of wind and waves, would surely 
come quickly for their salvation, even 
though it be in the fourth watch of the 
night” (Rawlinson). 


And the story has something of the 
same value for us today. 

In the closing paragraph of the sixth 
chapter, Mark tells us of the crowds that 
thronged Jesus when he returned to Gen- 
nesaret. John’s Gospel, however, makes 
it plain that the miracle of feeding the 
five thousand marked a real crisis in 
Jesus’ ministry. He told the Jews who 
followed him back to Capernaum that 
they sought him because they ate of the 
loaves and were filled. “Do not labor 
for the food which perishes,” he added, 
“but for the food which endures t9 eter- 
nal life, which the Son of Man will give 
to you.” They said, “Lord, give us this 
bread always.” Jesus said, “I am the 
Bread of Life: he who comes to me shall 
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not hunger, and he who believes in me 
shall never thirst.” And again he said, 
“Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink his blood, you have no 
life in you.” In consequence of this 
many of his disciples drew back and 
would not go about with him any longer. 
So Jesus said to the Twelve, “Will you 
also go away?” Simon Peter answered, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal life, and we have 
believed and have come to know that you 
are the Holy One of God” (John 6: 27, 
35, 53, 66-69). 


The Lesson for Us 


1. We see that Jesus was concerned for 
the physical needs of men. He sent out 
his disciples not only to preach, but also 
to heal. When they returned he saw their 
need for a vacation. He invited them to 
come with him to rest. He not only taught 
the multitudes who followed him around 
the lake, but Matthew tells us also, as 
usual, healed their sick. When evening 
came and the disciples spoke of food, he 
provided for the necessities of the crowd. 
This is no new lesson, but it is again 
emphasized that Jesus was concerned 
with the physical needs of men. It seems 
natural to suppose that he is still inter- 
ested in man’s physical needs. There is 
no need today for him to multiply our 
loaves and fishes. There are abundant 
supplies for everyone. It is men’s hearts 
that need to be changed, that the goods 
which we have may be distributed to those 
who have need. How can that change be 
brought about? Can it be brought about 
without Christ? Is it sufficient to make 
men Christians, or must we also have 
more knowledge, more research, more 
wisdom? Is science alone sufficient? Is 
Christ alone sufficient? Which is the 
more necessary? 

2. We see that Jesus was concerned 
even more for the spiritual needs of men. 
He taught the multitudes the most of 
that day, because he saw that they were 
as sheep without a shepherd; the miracle 
at the close of the day was only a part 
of a fuller day’s work. The next day, as 
we saw, he preached a sermon to the 
people with the miracle of the previous 
day as his text. He told the people here 
that bodily needs were important, but 
spiritual needs were more important; that 
as ordinary bread satisfied the physical 
needs of men, so he could satisfy all the 
spiritual longings and aspirations of 
men; that he would give his body for the 
life of men, and those who ate his body 
and drank his blood (that is, partook of 
the benefits of his death, as symbolized 
later in the Lord’s Supper), would have 
eternal life. Think of these things. Why 
are spiritual needs more important than 
physical needs? How does Jesus satisfy 
the spiritual wants of men? How has he 
given his body for the life of men? What 


is the significance of the communion ? 


Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





BO 


SCIEI 
Bronow: 
94 pp., 

THE 
POWER 
Westmi: 
$3 





Thes 
their wu 
science. 

Bron 
certain 
tivity ¢ 
science 
experie 
and th 
experie 
they m: 
correcti 
ence, © 
erance, 
nity. 7 
demanc 
to deal 
for it » 
made a 

Hart 
Reforr 
nature, 
of Prot 
in moc 
of whi 
organis 
tion.” 
that he 
cannot 
meanin 
mitmer 
lem is | 
in scie 
where | 
Jesus | 

The: 
into fo 
has co 
turies. 
the iss 
save h 
threate 
the gre 


Atlant: 


INTI 
OLOGY 
minster 

One 
of so v 
than a 
author 
profes: 
and th 
audien 
Teputa' 
vious | 
his ski 
logical] 
moder: 
to sup 
Introd 
a seco 
The tr 


DECE 


2 eee Be ee ee eee ee eee 


wn 





BOOK NOTES 


SCIENCE AND HUMAN VALUES. J. 
Bronowski. Julian Messner, Inc., New York. 
94 pp., $3.00. 

THE PROMISE OF SCIENCE AND THE 
POWER OF FAITH. M. Holmes Hartshorne. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 139 pp., 
$3.00. 

These two books differ radically in 
their understanding of the “promise” of 
science. 

Bronowski maintains that there are 
certain values which derive from the ac- 
tivity of science itself. The activity of 
science is the search for unity in man’s 
experience, the exploration of likenesses, 
and this activity tests its concepts by 
experience. Do the concepts work? Do 
they make life orderly? The testing and 
correction of concepts involve independ- 
ence, originality, dissent, freedom, tol- 
erance, even democracy and human dig- 
nity. These are the values which science 
demands and forms. They are sufficient 
to deal with the tragedy of a Nagasaki, 
for it was civilization, not science, that 
made an ashy desolation of that city. 

Hartshorne traces the Renaissance and 
Reformation understandings of man and 
nature, and then indicates the reactions 
of Protestantism to the primacy of science 
in modern life. It is not science itself 
of which he is critical: ‘“Man’s natural 
organism is capable of scientific descrip- 
tion.” It is rather the faith in science 
that he criticizes: “scientific knowledge 
cannot encompass freedom and historical 
meaning.” In the area of personal com- 
mitment science is irrelevant. Man’s prob- 
lem is sin, not nature. Salvation lies, not 
in science, but in decision and history, 
where man responds to the love of God in 
Jesus Christ. 

These books sharpen an issue and bring 
into focus the causes of a conflict which 
has continued now for some four cen- 
turies. At the heart of the conflict is 
the issue of God’s sovereignty: Can man 
save himself in the face of forces that 
threaten him, or does he depend upon 
the grace and forgiveness of God? 

FitzHucH M. LEGERTON. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


INTRODUCING NEW TESTAMENT THE- 
OLOGY. By Archibald M. Hunter. West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. 160 pp., $2.50. 

One might think so slight a treatment 
of so vast a topic could be scarcely more 
than an annotated outline. Indeed, the 
author refers to himself as a Divinity 
professor and confesses that preachers 
and theological students are his intended 
audience. This would be to ignore the 
reputation Professor Hunter’s six pre- 
vious U.S. publications have established, 
his skill in writing of biblical and theo- 
logical studies clearly, succinctly and 
moderately. The present volume is meant 
to supplement the author’s well known 
Introducing the New Testament (now in 
a second revised and enlarged edition). 
The treatment represents the main posi- 
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tive results of British New Testament 
scholarship—‘“a sane and moderate criti- 
cism,” the author calls it—without neg- 
lecting in places barbed repudiation of 
continental thinkers like Bultmann. 
Throughout the book the New Testament 
message in its variety, but more in its 
vital unity concerning Christ is attrac- 
tively presented. Many an informed lay- 
man, as well as “the hard-working par- 
son who wants to keep up-to-date the- 
ologically” will agree with the judgment 
of the S.C.M. Press, England, in choos- 
ing it as worthy to be a Religious Book 
Club selection. 
Pau. LESLIE GARBER. 

Decatur, Ga. 

Is it True? Martin E. Hollensen. Wart- 
burg Press, Columbus, Ohio. $1.50, paper. 
$2.75, cloth. 

Marks of Distinction. Edward Kuhl- 
mann. Wartburg Press, Columbus, Ohio. 
$2.50. 

The Catholic Church in Action. Michael 
Williams. P. J. Kenedy & Sons, N. Y. $5.75. 
Reflection Books: Association Press, N. Y. 
50¢, paper. 

What Divides Protestants Today. Hugh 
T. Kerr. 

The World Crisis and American Respon- 
sibility. Edited by E. W. Lefever. 

What Psychology Says About Religion. 
Wayne E, Oates. 

Miracles: A Preliminary Study. C. S. 
Lewis. 

Mixing Religion and Politics. William 
Muehl. 

Romance in Christian Marriage. W. 
Clark Ellzey. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
LESSON) <= 
ANNUAL i: 


1959 § 


Edited by Charles M. Laymon 
Lesson Analysis by Roy L. Smith 





A comprehensive ‘commentary 
on the International Sunday 
School Lessons—recommended by 
leaders of all denominations, used 
by thousands of teachers and stu- 
dents in adult classes. Order your 
copy today! $2.95 


At All Bookstores 
ABINGDON PRESS 

















Two books that pro- 
mote self understand- 
ing and an analysis of 
man’s meaningless 
existence 


THE MAN IN 
THE MIRROR 


Studies in the Christian 
Understanding of Selfhood 


by Alexander Miller 
Stanford University 


This guide to self-understanding 
proposes that the key to indi- 
vidual identity lies in man’s re- 
lationships to others, his con- 
temporaries and those who lived 
before him in the Judeo-Chris- 
tian tradition. As this tradition 
focuses on the life of Jesus, so 
“man is the creature made vis- 
ible in the mirror of Jesus 
Christ.” “A great book. It has 
been both insight and inspiration 
to me.”— 


Bishop Gerald Kennedy 
Christian Faith Series 
$3.95 


THE RESTORATION 
OF MEANING TO 
CONTEMPORARY 

LIFE 


by Paul Elmen 


Seabury-W estern Theological 
Seminary 


This sophisticated and witty 
book dissects the modes and 
causes of boredom and horror 
in the modern world, using the 
work of Joyce, Baudelaire, Eliot, 
Kafka and others to illustrate 
its theme. With color and vi- 
tality, the author then tells how 
the glory of God can restore 
meaning to everyday life. 


Christian Faith Series 
$3.95 


At all booksellers 


DOUBLEDAY & CO., INC. 
Garden City, N. Y. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

James L. Henderson, formerly of Taft, 
Texas, is now in Corpus Christi, Texas, 
leading in the development of a new 
work, 

Collis S. McKinney, formerly of El 
Paso, Texas, has become pastor of the 
Allen Memorial church in Edna, Texas. 

Quintin Payne, from Wichita Falls, 
Texas, to associate pastor of the Alamo 
Heights church, San Antonio, Texas, 

William H. Tiemann, from Hamilton, 
Texas, to assistant pastor of the Preston 
Hollow church, Dallas, Texas. 

Edwin W. Walthall, from 
Ark., to 
Texas, 

Forrest K. Whitworth, 
Texas, to St. Mark’s 
Texas. 

Walter C. Guin, from San Antonio, 
Texas, to the First church, Del Rio, Texas 
220 Central St. 

John L. McLean, from Sweet Hall, Va., 
to R. F. D., Arvonia, Va., where he is 
serving the Arvon and Trinity churches. 

J. W. Walkup, from Pauline, S. C., to 
Rt. 3, Sanford, N. C. 

John F. Anderson, Jr., 
Texas, to 
Fla. 

John A. Frederick, from Kansas City, 
Mo., to 3406 Maywood Ct., Independence, 
Mo., where he is pastor of Calvary church. 

D. O. Mcinnis, from Birmingham, Ala., 
to 311 Park View Ave., Fayetteville, N. C. 

Frank C. Alverson, from Junction City, 
Ark., to 401 S. E. Madison St., Idabel, 
Okla. 

Joseph C. Wagner, from Tryon, N. C., 
to the Havelock, N. C., church. 

H. G. Allen has requested retirement 
as pastor of the Cooks Creek church, 
Harrisonburg, Va., effective Dec. 31. 

Donald W. Davidson from Memphis, 
Tenn., to the First church, Sikeston, Mo., 
910 N. Kingshighway. 

R. Y. Russell from 
to Lumber Bridge, N. C. 

Robert Excell Fry, who retired as pas- 
tor of the Hollywood, Fla., church Sept. 
1 is now serving as temporary supply of 
the Trinity church, Pensacola, Fla., until 
January 1, after which he will return to 
Hollywood where he has been designated 
“Honorary Mayor.” 

Robert B. Siedentopf, Bay Minette, Ala., 
will become pastor of Trinity church, 
Pensacola, Fla., Jan. 1. 








Morrillton, 
the Winnwood church, Dallas, 


from Vernon, 
church, Dallas, 


from Dallas, 
1415 Lancaster Dr., Orlando, 


Millersburg, Ky., 


Presbyterian, U. P. USA 

Rea Cameron Ostic, from Brooklyn, 
N. Y., to the First church, Main and Ward 
Sts., Paterson 1, N. J. 

A. J. McConnell, from Milroy, Ind., to 
Rushsylvania, Ohio. 

Marcus J. Priester, secretary of the De- 
partment of Vocation and _ In-Service 
Training for the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, will become professor of Christian 
Education in McCormick Seminary next 
summer. 

Carl H. Chappie, formerly of Fowler, 
Ind., now serves the Lake Nokomis, 
Minn., church. 

Charles Gordon, former American Bap- 
tist, has become associate pastor of the 
First church, Gary, Ind. 

John C. Hanstra, formerly of Oxford, 
Ind., has become pastor of the Com- 
munity church, Englewood, Fla. 

L. Gordon Leech, from Monroe City, 
Ind., to associate pastor, Lafayette, Ind., 
Central church. 
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Albert E. Francis, from Otisco, N. Y., 
to Tupper Lake, N. Y. 

Fred L. Harper, Geneva, N. Y., is re 
tiring from the pastorate. 

Milton P. Seeger, from Lyndhurst, N. J., 
to Mayfield, N. Y. 


DEATHS 

G. T. Gillespie, 73, president emeritus 
of Belhaven College (Miss.) died of a 
cerebral hemorrhage in a Jackson, Miss., 
hospital Nov. 18. Dr. Gillespie was Bel- 
haven’s president 1921-54. He served in 
many responsible assignments on all 
levels of the church’s life. 

Claude S. Conley, 57, chief executive of 
the Synod of Pennsylvania, died suddenly 
Nov. 21 in Pittsburgh. He lived at Camp 
Hill, near Harrisburg. He was chairman 
of the board of trustees of Western Semi- 
nary, a member of the General Council. 

John Scott Johnson, 87, died Oct. 30 in 
Orlando, Fla. From 1926 to 1947 he was 
pastor of the Sibley church, Augusta, Ga. 
Later he was president of the Georgia 
Bible Institute in Athens, Ga. 


BOARD OF SURGERY 

Dr. Robert D. Phillips, of the Chunju 
(Korea) Medical Center came home this 
fall to complete his examination for the 
American Board of Surgery, which he 
has done with the designation of diplo- 
mate of the American Board. This is 
described as the “highest level attainable 
in surgery.” Dr. Phillips is one of only 
three such diplomates now serving in 
medical work under the Presbyterian, 
U. S. Board. 


TO MEXICO 

William M. Logan, of the University 
church, Austin, Texas, will be the inspi- 
rational speaker during the annual meet- 


ing of the Mexican Mission near Cuerna- 
vaca Nov. 25-Dec. 1, upon invitation ex- 
tended by the Board of World Missions 
and the Mexico Mission. 


KIRKBRIDGE DIRECTOR 

Harold B. Ingalls, head of the Univer- 
sity of Illinois Y.M.C.A. for the past eight 
years, has become director of Kirkbridge, 
a retreat and study center near Bangor, 
Pa. He is a Congregational minister, a 
graduate of Oberlin College and Yale 
Divinity School. With the new appoint- 
ment, the Kirkbridge board announced 
an expansion of its study sessions and 
retreats which annually bring 1200 lay- 
men and ministers, in small groups, to 
the center, which is on the Appalachian 
ridge near the Delaware River. 


MISSIONARY FURLOUGHS 

CoLoMBIA: Mrs. William G. MacLean, 
156 Fifth Ave., New York 10; Lorentz D. 
Emery, 47 W. Beach Dr., Hilton, N. Y. 
Mrs. Emery returned in August. 

Ecypt: Davida M. Finney, 608 North 
Ave., Pittsburgh 21, Pa. 

GUATEMALA: Mr. and Mrs. Thomas I. 
Harnish, 2196 Yale Ave., Camp Hill, Pa. 

SupAN: Mr. and Mrs. Harold C. Peters, 
3107 E. Ludlum Rd., Vancouver, Wash. 

SyriA-LEBANON: Dr. and Mrs. William 
A. Stoltzfus, 47 Claremont Ave., New 
York 27. 

VENEZUELA: Mr, and Mrs. C. A. Phillips, 
47 Claremont Ave., New York 27. 


MISSIONARIES 

John Marshall Guthrie, Caixa Postal 
376, Campinas, Este de Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

Curtis C. Goodson, Caize Postal 376, 
Campinas, Este de Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

J. Millen Darnell, Apartado 2240, San 
Jose, Costa Rica. 
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